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Why do we want to restore heathlands?

Cicindela sylvatica

Disappeared from Drenthe 





ÅProbably the destruction and fragmentation of 

heathlands resulted in the loss of heathland species:

Ground beetle species of heathlands caught in the past at 

Dwingelderveldand not any more during the last 25 years

Acupalpusflavicollis Cycindelasylvatica

Agonumkrynickii Cicindelagermanica

Amarainfima Amarapraetermissa

Carabuscancellatus Pterostichusminor

Ca. 25 species of heathland and related habitats are now left



Nature restoration by top-soil removal



8 years after top-soil removal
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Heathland restoration is a slow process which takes at least 

several decades.

Is it possible to accelerate the process by different kinds of 

treatments in both wet and dry heathland areas?

i.e. adding acid

or adding lime

Adding plant material from other heathlands

or adding sod-cuts from other heathlands?





permanent trapssince1959



Permanent sampling site AY weekly checked since 1959

Pitfall 

trap



permanent traps since 1959

experimental site since 2012



Location of Field 

experiment

Dry heath 

Wet heath 



Experimental design:

for ground beetles on the wet site only A en B were used



Experimental design:

for ground beetles on the dry site only D en F were used



Noordenveld 2012 dry site



Pitfall 

trap

Noordenveld 2012 dry site





Noordenveld 2017 dry site



Noordenveld 2017 trap at the wet site


